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Electorate to get voter

information slips

PNS B LUCKNOW

hief Election Officer of

Uttar Pradesh Navdeep
Rinwa has announced that
voter information slips will
be issued to all registered vot-
ers for the forthcoming Lok
Sabha elections. These slips
will contain essential details
such as the voter numbers
and names in the electoral
roll, serial numbers, polling
station names, date of voting,
QR code, and more on the
front side. The back side will
feature a map of the polling
station, the name and contact
number of booth-level officer
(BLO), details of alternative
documents for voting, and
important instructions.
Additionally, each family will
receivea coroured voter guide
in Hindi, providini‘ visual
instructions on using the EVM
and information about the
Election Commission of India’s
apps such as Saksham-ECI,
Voter Helpline, Know Your
Candidate, and c¢VIGIL.
According to the Election
Commission guidelines, distri-
bution of voter information
slips will commence from nine
days before the polling date
and continue until five days
prior.

The slips will be handed out by
the BLOs to registered voters
or any adult family member
after obtaining their signa-
ture.

Furthermore, the voter guide
will include information on
voter registration, voting pro-
cedures, options for voting
from home for Divyangjans
and senior citizens, and the
postal ballot facility.
Simultaneously, Rinwa high-
lighted the enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct across
the state following the
announcement of election
dates on March 16. A total of
34,88,825 promotional materi-
als have been removed from
public and private spaces to
ensure compliance. This
includes removal of posters,
banners, wall writings, and
other promotional materials.
The chief electoral officer
emphasised that action is being
taken by various departments
such as Police, Income Tax,
Excise, Narcotics, etc to
enforce the code of conduct
effectively. Notably, a signifi-
cant number of licenced arms
have been deposited, illegal
arms confiscated, and preven-
tive actions undertaken to
maintain law and order during
the electoral process.
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With new allian

.. e LT MAR 04

cesand a mix of old and

new guards, can BJP regain lost ground?

SP-Congress alliance
has announced their
candidates on seven
seats barring Rampur
SRaju__

s raju@htlive.com

MEERUT : The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has repeated

its candidates on five of
the eight western U.P.

over, the ruling party dropped
Varun Gandhi in Pilibhit and
fielded Jitin Prasada from
there. Party’s three-term MLA
from Nehtaur Om Kumar has
been fielded from Nageena
seat. BIP ally Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) has named its Meerapur
MLA Chandan Chauhan as its
candidate from Bijnor Lok
Sabha seat.

While the BJP and the BSP
have declared their
candidates on all eight
seats, the SP-Congress

constituencies that will alliance has
go to the pollsin the first announced their candi-
phase of the 2024 Lok dates on seven seats
Sabha election on April o barring Rampur.

19 Elections  political expert Pus-

Two of these candi-
dates—Raghav Lakhan-
pal (Saharanpur) and
Kunwar Sarvesh Kumar Singh
(Moradabad)—had lost the last
general elections. The other
three who have been repeated
are sitting MPs Pradeep Choud-
hary from Kairana, Ghan-

Lodhi from Rampur and
‘Union minister Sanjeev Balyan
from Muzaffarnagar. More-

2024

Malik
Tuesday.

as BSP candidate Fajlur Reh-

pendra Sharma opines  man defeated him by a margin

___ that this time the BJP  of 22,417 votes. The ruling

~—— has been very cautious  party, ho' vever, registered a big

in selecting i s o winin where

achieve its goal of winning 400  Sanjeev Baliyan defeated Ajit

1§ seats. “They repeated five Singh though by a slender mar-
candidates perhaps to avoid gin of 6,526 votes.

possible resentment by ignor- Servesh Singh, a five-time

ing these time and tested lead- MLA from Thakurdwara seat

ers,” Sharma says. of Moradabad, became an MP

In 2019, BJP's Raghav
Lakhanpal lost in Saharanpur

from Moradabad in 2014. He,
however, lost in 2019 election

Balyan filing their

to SP's Dr ST Hasan.

Both rivals are once again in
the fray to challenge each
other. Ghanshyam Lodhi
became BJP MP from Rampur
in 2022 bypoll following resig-
nation of SP leader Azam Khan
who had won the 2019 election
from the seat.

The BJP had lost in five
seats, including Moradabad,
Bijnor, Nagina, Rampur and
Saharanpur, in 2019 out of the 8

42 CANDIDATES FILE NOMINATIONS IN U.P.

LUCKNOW : Forty-two candidates from different
candidates from different political parties have filed

including their nomi
Union minister Sanjeev Kumar Eight parliamentary
Balyan, on Tuesday filed their constituencles -- Saharanpur,

in Uttar Kairana,

Pradesh forthe first phase of  Bijnor, Nagina-5C, Moradabad,
the Lok Sabha elections, Chief ~ Rampur and Pilibhit - will

. Electoral Officer Navdeep
Rinwa said.
Rinwa said so far 46

seats that go to the polls in the
first phase. Back then, the SP.
BSP and RLD had an alliance.
Now in changed political and
social equations when RLD is
in alliance with the BJP, the
NDA may hope for better
results in these constituencies.

The BJP has fielded actor
Arun Govil from Meerut con-
stituency which indicates that
Ram temple could play a big
political plank in the elections
in'this region.

Political experts, however,
say that opposition parties
including the Congress, have

vote in the first phase on April
19
L

'made their strategy to highlight
economic and issues related to
people like inflation, employ-
ment, health infra and educa-
tion. Under such a situation, it
will be interesting to see how
rival parties work to attract
voters.

People of Saharanpur, Kair-
ana, Muzaffarnagar, Bijnor,
Nagina, Rampur, Moradaba”
and Pilibhit constituencies v,
use their franchise to elect”,
representatives on Ay 4
Wednesday (March 2 &,
last date for filing 0/, 42,
tions for these consh'?a,,
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